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la the Senate to day a bid was reported to

repair and put io operation agaiu the New
Orleans mint. The railroad funding bill was

further considered, and Mr. Edmunds spoke at

Ic-ngtb.
The House was in a wrangle all day over

everything. A long timo was consumed in

disposiog of a report from a conference committeeon a hill ailowiog the employment of
extra clerks by the Secretary of tho Treasury,
and appropriating $20,000 for the railway postalservice, whioh was finally accepted. A
resolution to fix the 23d for the consideration
of the hill to retire the National Bank circulation

was, after much filibustering, finally pasa-:d,
the vota ou ordering tho uiaia question being
12G to 106. The House io oommittee of th^*
whole had under consideration the tariff bill.

On Saturday Judge YVyiie, of Washington,
seoienot-d a negro to the penitentiary for out

raging a white girl. Yesterday,another negro,
io the same city, too lazy to work, aod prob
ably hungry, adopted the same means in order
to obtain comfortable quarters aod threo rquare
meals a day. Fortunately, his intended victim,who was a chili of his own raoe, escaped
uninjured. A long rope and a short shrit'c are

thp nnlw f.ff,»niiwo measures for tho prevention
of buoh crimes. Imprisonment, uoder existing
regulations, has do terrors for criminals of the
olaes alluded to, as was shown in the case of
ono of those referred to, who publioly thanked
the Judge for seodiog him to the penitentiary.

Secretary Sherman is not only opposed to the
payment of "rebel" claims, bat also decides
tbat9omo of the "loyal" claimants, and what's
more, of "loyal" States, shall not be reimbursedfor the losses they sustained by reason

of the war. He says, in regard to the claim of
the PeuoayWaoians whose houses and lots were
irjured during the battle of Gettysburg : "It
would be impossible for any government to

make good such losses during war, and especiallycivil war, as are here claimed. Certainlythere is no authority of law in the Treas
ury Department to pay such olaitns, and I
would not ask Congress to authoriz3 it, though
entirely within the power of that body." The
mast noticeable point, however, about the Secretary'sdecision, is'.the fact that ho has at last
discovered that the late conflict between the
seotions was a "civil war," and not a rebellion.
If he goes on in this way muob longer his valuableservices in securing the vote of Louisiana
will bo forgotteo, and Mr. Howe,Mr. Gorhaco,
or some other of his former co-laborers in tho
radioal cause, will read him out of tho party.

B# a decision of the Supreme Court of the [
Ucited States, rendered yesterday, and publishedolscwhere in to day's Gazette, it will be
seen that the question of tho right of a city to
tax its bonds Ins been definitely settled, and
that, too, adversely. Tibs deoision is applicableto Alexandria, and is cf great importance
to the iuterests of tho city, asthocoupoDS upod
itii. Drimnratinn miKt now hr> rrn.pivpd for
their face value iu payment of taxes. The
decision referred to is complimentary to Mr.
Siuart, the Corporation Attorney of this city,
as it sustains tho opinion rendered by him a

year or two ago, when the question of taxin*tho bonds of the corporation was first submittedto him.

Diiastrous Fires.
In the building of the Steuben county (N. Y.)

poorhouse, which was burnoi on Saturday night,
nearly all the windows were grated, and thoro
was but ono mode of ogress from each story.
Ho night watchman was employed about the
buildings, and thoro was no fire apparatus. All
partitions wore of pitch pine and burned like
tinder. The cries of Ford, who sot fire to his
bed. roused the other inmates only after the
building was filled with blinding smoko. An
inmate v»ho had Ford in charge opened Ford's
door and thu flame* burst out and ran a'ong the
partitions and uo the stove pipe holo into the (

second story. Ford could not be soon on ac- '
count of tho flames. He had forcod his hoad bo t
tween tho hare of the window and w^s unable to ;
puil it back. Tho upper story was occupied by {
iwenlv-fivo woinon and children, the lower {
story by eighteen men ; a majority were idiotic, .

crtppud or very aged ; five on tho fi-*t floor and
ten on tho second perished. At the first alarm 1
Eli Carriugton, the keeper, knockoi in the door
at tho foot of tho staircase loading from the sec- f
ond story. Eight or ten women were pib-d up ^
at the foot of ihe stairs, and a cloud of suffocat- cing smoke rolled down. The womon were pulled
out. Un Sunday tho blackened remains of five
bodies were takt-n from the ruins, and yesterday 1

about two thirds of tho debiis were dug over £
and more romams found : altogether they would t
ahout fin an ordinary sized coffin. Legs, arms (
and sku Is were entirely burned off and in most
cases but a very email portion of tho body tan jbe f und No blame is attached to any one, but
the county is severely censured for providing *
such a man trap for tho occupation of its pau- '
per8. Uoforo the fire thero were 140 paupers at t
tho county houio. i
A fire in Forsyth, Ga., on Sunday night do- \

slroyud the only remaining hotel and three store ahouses. The telegraph office was burned, but is c
now reopened. Theorginot the lire wss accident*!Tliron w^aLtr turn Fivavih cnffarAri
severely by Are. r

The large barn of Charles Andrew, at Darby, c
Pennsylvania, was entirely destroyed by an in- s
cendiary'fire liast night. Fourteen head ot cat- (
tie and three horses were consumed. g

Secretary Sherman in Sew York. 1
Mew York, April 9..Secretary Sherman (

visited the sub treasury this morning and Had i
a long interview with Assistant Treasurer Hill 1
house. At one o'clock this afternoon a oonf'cr- ?
eooe was begau between tbe Seorotary and a
number of prominent bankers whom he had invitedto meet him. The meeting is strictly
private.

__________

°

Preserved ik the Grave..Last week the I
body of Mrs. David Whalloy was taken from t
a grave where it had lain for five years, in the j<
Presbyterian churchyard, at Froeport, L. I.,
for the purposo of placing it by the fide of the *

body ef her husband, recently deceased. It was <jvery heavy, and, upon opening the coffin, was
found to be as perfect as when buried, white ®

aa snow, and natural in expression. It appeared Jto have been oompletely petrified. a

an.j»rT».n6tf n ir^ii^->a

_ALEXANPBL
Foreign Kctvs.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.
In tho British House or Lords yesterday

Lord Beaconsfield, criticised the treaty of Sau
Stefauo, drawing conclusions similarto those
oontained in Lord Salisbury's dispatch. Althoughevery article of tho treaty was a deviationfrom the treaties of 1S5C aod 1S71, ho
would not oall them violations, because had
they been considered at the Congress as Englanddesired, they might have been regarded
as suggestions. lie showed that tho posses
sion of Bessarabia was not a trifling local interest.

Lord Palmerston had strongly insisted
upon its cos.-ioQ to Roumania as involving tho
independent u&vigatiou of ihw Danube. Tbo
Congress could cot take place after Russia's
refusal to conform to her prevn us engagements
and to the treaty of Paris. He pointed out

vaii ms ways iu whioh the ixiatirg si'uatioD iu

ihe East imperiled the British Empire. Tho
Egyptians onoe threatened Constantinople.
There was consequently no reason why the
Russians might not- march to tho Sutz CaDal.
li»' could not cODOeivc why England should bo
uoarm.'d when all tho other Powers were arm

iug. The British Empire must notoDlybo etijoyed,but maictiioed.
Lord Granville oriticisod tho details of tho

Government's past policy, but declared ho would
not commit himself or his friends on the pre
sent question, but leave tho Government to
their own responsibility. Upon a general rc

view of the situation, he drew conclusions favorableto peace.
Lord Derby denied that calling out tho re

serves was the solo or principal cause of his
difference with his late colleagues. Ho said
matters at present were at a deadlock, where
neither side would give way, for fear of a loss
of dignity. He, for one, wopld nut press mat
tors at this moment, and increase ground!.-ss
irritation. He denied the existence of an emer

gonoy justifying the calling out of the reserves.
The only conceivable motive for haste (of wbicb,
however, lie would not accuse the Government)
was to take advantage of the war feeling in the
country. Even an Australian alliauoe was very
doubtlul, and all the other Powers were certain
to stand aloof. Why, under thesecircumstaDoes,
should Eoglaod bo not drifting, but rushing,
into a purposeless war ? He admitted that oircumstaocesmight force England into a war,
but at present ha could see no ground therefor.
Lord Jaircs said the sraallDe9s of tho increaseof the army did not justify Lord Derby's

inferences.
The Earl of Carnarvon said Lord Salisbury's

_».1_ it..... : i- j .1 .u.. /V...
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gross she would do so with her hand upon the
sword.
The Duke of Argyllc avowed bis belief that

the country was being led to a conclusion
which was concealed train Parliament.
The Maiquis of Salisbury declared that his

sentiments were the same as at tho timo of the
Constantinople Conference. He did not concur
in tho idea that llussiu only oould ostablisb
good government in tho Turkish provinces.
The Ooostantioople Conference indicated ample
security tor goud government without destroyingthe authority of the Porte. Tho Government'spreparations were precautionary, not
warlike, llo believed ho had grouuds tor hopingthat war would bo avoided. If, however,
war should arise, he hopod patriotism would
carry tho country safely through it.
Tho address was agreed to without a division.
Lord Derby also stated that there wero other

reasons for his resigoatioo, which ho could not
divulge until tho propositions trom which ho
dissented were made known.

In the House of Commons Sir Stafford
Northcote, proposing tho address thaokiag tho
the Queen lor her proclamation, said tbo callingout of tho reserves was not intended to
alarm the country, but leading it to believe that
rho circumstances wero of great uatioual peril.
They were, however, such as rendered it naoessaryto put tho army in condition for uso
without delay.
Tho toue adopted by the speaker was studiouslymoderate. He said ho believed that

even now liussia, on calmer consideration,
would accede to England's view. If, howover,
England wero denied tho opportunity of participatingin a general European settlement it
was the duty of the Government to sou that
the interests of England were uoharmed.

3Ir. Gladstone said he did not intend to
contest tho address by offering aa amendnn£-.r.fliftnn nan t Vi n Trnf-rwin (ho norilomnnfal cu.
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timatts would afford a hotter opportunity. Ia
discussing the policy of the Government's armamentsthe Chancellor of tho Exchequer
had Jailed to show tho exlatooco of aa emorgfucyjustifying theoalliag out of tho reserves.
Mr. Gladstone urged the aooeptano3 of Germany'sproposal fur a preliminary conference.
Lord Salisbury's despatch stated the oaso ia a

ooDtcctiuus method that ODly the mcaaest at
tcrncy would resort to.

Mr. Gat home Hardy, Seorctary for lodia,
said the people should Dot bo too hasty io ooo

eluding thai EuHiud was isolated. There
were deep ioierusts iavolvod, and he ventured
to say Lord Salisbury's oircuUr would wiu over
others to England's views. It was impossible
that any English Minister oould ever d( »:re

war, but it was right to show that England
would not allow herself to be trodden upon or
dishonored by the greatest Power ia the
world.
The debase was adjourned until to night.
The E»rl of Derby's statement in tho liouso

)f Lords showed that several differenoss arose
between hun and bis oolleagues before bis re

jigoation. Ho was with difficulty persuaded to
isscot to the early summoning of Parliament
rod to the six million vote. He also stated
:hat in «lie eveut of war all that England could
nope from Germany was a bare, and not belevolent.neutrality.
The Marquis of Salisbury in his speech

Wrongly of p oled to Lord Derby making these
lr.u-ual revelations. He said ho had no offi
;ial information that Prinoe Gortschakoff deliid the truth of Princ- Ghika's report of bis
looversalion relative to Bessarabia. If he had
iuch information, it would be for each to de
ermine wnom he thought more credible,
jrorisuhak-iff or Goika.
A St. Petersburg correspondent says the beiefthat Germ my is abandoning her strictly

lassive attitude is rapidly gaining ground here.
It is said that Prince Bismarck evidently ioendstousehis it fecnccin favor of peace. It
s supposed that the negotiations for a Cougro-ss
fill be recommenced on some now has;*). No
inswer has yet been sent to Lord Salisbury's
lircular.
A despatch from Vienna says despite the

eassuriDg utterances of the Russian semi offiliaijournals, the presentation of the written
tateuient of Austria's views wbioh followed
jeDeral IgoatiefFs return to Sr. Petersburg
eems to have produced an unfavorable imtressionthere.
A report is ourroDt in Vienna that Prinoo

Jortsohakoff has notified Austria, that ho has
>09tponed his answer to her demands until
Cogland has formulated her counter proposals,
o that he may be able to reply to Austria and
England simuitaneonsly.
The latest Sr. Petersburg news is considered

o indicate that Russia expeots a proposal for a

ompromise from some quarter. j
A despatch from Constantinople says: "The ,

tussians, in consequeuce of the opposition of
he Porte, have again abandoned their pro ,

»ct of embarkiDg at Bujukdere. The Sultan ]
ias asked the Grand Duke Nicholas when the j
tussiao troops would evacuate the points od £
ho Turkish side of tho iioe of demarcation.. t
he Grand Duke in his reply alluded to the >

ontinaance of the British fleet in the Sea of
darmora. Turkish newspapers havo been orcredto ceaso their attacks on Koglaad." i

k GAZETTE Afl
Mr. Li'.yard, the BiiiisL Atiittissuiii.r hts

retivci a report from Mr. K ade, tha British
Coosul at iiustchuelr, claiming ratisfaction
from the Russian Government lor the outrage
committed by the Ru-nan troops in entering

the Cousuluic ther:: aod taking possession of
its archives notwithstanding that the British
fli« was hoisted over the building at the .-amc

time.
London, April 9..The genera) effect of

yesterday's debate in Parliament will be rea.s

suring. The coverntnent measures are supportedby a large majority in Parliament while
the language of the ministers was moderate

i j' i vi<-i_a nia^cilp/iq.
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hopeful of the ultimate t-uccess of the diplomaticefforts of the powers. The most interestinguud important part of ihe debate was

Lord Derby's statement. TbL showed that
trie difference betweeo Lord Derby a?-d fiis
colleagues was of long standing, and affecting
the substance of their entire Lastaro policy..
Lord Derby disapproved of the early summon
ing ul Parliament, fhc date ultimately tiZ'id
was a compromise on a preposition that Par
ItamcDt should meet even earlier. He diasp
proved so strongly of the vote of credit that
be temporarily retired from the Cabinet, and
for forty eight hours hid resignation w*s in
Lord Beacou field's hacds, and now it is nut
tbo calling out of the reserves which induced
him to resign. There are other reasons, but
what those other reasons are be cannot divulge
until the propositions of the Government, from
which be dissented, arc known. It appears,
therefore, that the Government lias come to

some resolutions which at present arc held in
reserve. While the Government has said
from the outset that Prussia cannot liberate
herself from existing engagements without the
consent of the other contracting parties, Lord
Derby attaches liitlo importance to the niecssitjiof re quiring frcm her a formal acceptance of
that principle. lie rcongn.z.s that if tho Congressshould meet, such a principle must be
laid down, hut he does nor empha&iz3 it as a

primary requisite for a lirm arrangement of
any kind, tic regards the failure of the Con
grcss as comparatively unimportant. Me d.ics
uot recogclz; tbo ooo.s; quenccH of that failure
or state of affairs as justnyiog or requiring forcibledefiance in defence of British interests. They
miirht be iho subject of further negotiations in
which otpetions to various points of the treaty
of San Stefano could be discussed between the
individual powers, but he deprecates on every
ground, England going to war on account of
such interests as arc involved in these questions.

St. Petersburg telegrams arc very pacific..
They say the leuliug gains ground that some

formula will be invented which will remove the
obstacles to the assembling of a congress, and
that Prince Bismarck is evidently ioter.*stiug
bimse.f to this end. Lbey declare tlut Russia
has Dot fought to exclude Europe from consideringthe solution of the Eastern Question,
and does not regard the methods proposed hy
the treaty of Ban Stofano as the only solution
Russia oan aonept. Russian diplomatists say:
Let Austria and England state the solutions
they desire. Perhaps by mutual concessions
some satisfactory arrangement can be found.
Here is a wide basis for an agreement, seeing
that all recognize great changes are ueeessaiy
and real guarantees must be secured agaiu-t a

renewal ot the recent disturbances in south
eastern Europe,while the problems to be solved
apart from amour proprc would not be simplifiedby a European war. Lard Salisbury's circularis said to offer a new argument for the
Congress for th% qucstious raised by it are so

numerous and important as to require many
months for their discussion through the ordinarydiplomatic channels. While ibis is the
language of inspired communications from St.
Petersburg, in Vienna it is known that Austria'swritten ofjeotions to the treaty of SmStcfanowhich reached 6t. Petersburg two
days after. Gen.Ignatieffs return from Vienna
has given great dissatisfaction, the Russians sayingAustria claims entirely too large concessions.
In Vienna Count. Andrassy's friends declarethat there is no question of driving a

bargain at ail; that Austria has simply
pointed oat the Earopeau interests which are
--J 1 L . .L- U-.. C.nnrl
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wbioh Russia is bound to respect. NcverthclessCount Andrassy siill clings to the idea of a

Coogrcss, so olosely indeed, that in some quartersit is declared that it is his only hope ol gcttiugany sottlemont whatever accepted by both
the Hungarians and pro Russian Court party,
and in default of such acceptance Count Andrassy'spositioo will be untenable.
The drift of the news from Constantinople is

again distinctly pro English. The positions of
Vefyk Pasha, President of the Council of
Ministers, is said to be. strengthened and
new objections have been taken by the
Turks against Rusniau military movements.
Russian garrisons have relieved the Roumaniansat Widdio, Nikopolis and Rahovano that
the Russians now hold the Danube from its
mouth to the Serviau frontier.

The hhoigun.
Information reached Joplin last evening of a

terriblo homicide, committed on frhort creek,
in which Jacob Kilian lost his life at tho hands
of William 8. Norton. Soruo two days ago
Kilian arrivod on Short creek and, it i* said,
threatened to tako the lifo of Norton, as ho had
cfton beforo declarod he would do. Tho result
was that the latlor procured a doufclo-barrul
shot gun, and meeting Kiiian about two o'clock
yesterday afternoon on the south end of Columbusstreet, near the "Old Log Cabin in tho
Lane," ho raised tho gun to his 9hou;d and fired
both barrels, tho ch>»rgos of which took effect in
Kiiian's breast, killing him instantly. Norton
then whipped out his revolver arid approaching
the man as he lay weltering in his blood, put a
bullet through his brain. At tho time of shootingthe men could not have been over fifteen
pacos apart. Norton immediately gave himself
up to the officers and was placed undor arrest.
Kiiian's body was taken in charge by hie
friends.
Tho causo of tho tragedy dat^s b-.ck twelvo

yoars ago Both men served through tho war
' * - J J . i

in inn same regiment anu company, ana lowuru
tho end of tho wmr bail blood whs o^gendered
betwe»n tho two regarding some trivial matter.
In 18JC or 1SG7 thoy mot at h smidi place culloJ
Fideity, situated about soveu miles southeast <»f
Itii3 place, where thoy again had some trouble
and Kilian drew hia revolver with tho intentionof killing Norton. .Norton, however, whs
too quick for him p.nd fired first, the shot putting
out one of Kilfkn's eyes, fcinco that tiuie Nortonhas been continually harassed by his old
onemy excoDt during the time the latter was in
the penitentiary for killing Wiiiir.m Lake, the
ihowman, at Grar.by, in 1871. Lake, it will bo
remembered, attempted to put Kilian out of tho
»how for some misbehavior on his part,when tho
latter turned and shot him, from tho effects of
which he d:od in a few hours, For this crime
ho was tried and sent to tho penitentiary for six
years, but was let out about one year ago under
tho two thirds rule. Ho returned to Jopin and
after a few days loft for Fierce City, near where
he had been living until he went to Short creek,
and there can be no doubt that if Hurion had sot
done as ho did yesterday afternoon he would
sooner or later have fallen betoro the do-oerado's
unerring bullet..Jopin, Mo. News, Maroh i'J.

Met Ills Deserts.
jNew York, April 9..-A dispatch from St.

Alexandre, Canada, says that there now seems

to be no doubt that Joseph LaPagc, who was

hanged at Concord, N. XI., on the loth of
March for the murder of Josie Layman, was
the perpetrator of a cold blooded murder here
some ten years ago. Mrs. George Fouotie and
her daughter Miunie, aged sixteen, were the
victims. Tho daughter bad been outraged and
her body out up very much like that of the
Layman girl, exoepc that the head was not £

levered from tho body. LaPagc was here at c
he time, and was heard to make threats against
Mrs. Fountie and her daughter. s

Tho weather this evening was cloudy and I
ainy. t
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I> VIBGINIA A
Interesting Qcbatc.

In tho United States House of Representatives,
yesterday, iMr. Eden said: Does not tho

L'catlcmaa from Massachusetts (alluding to Mr.
Putler) thick that General Shields would be
better suited to till tho position of Postmaster
General than that of doorkeeper of the House,
and does he not think that with his greaticflu
L'uoe with this administration he could succeed
iu getting him into that office?
Mr. Puller. Oh ! (ironically) my great influencewith this administration! JLaughter.|.

The gentleman must certainly have hardly got
over the festivities of Saturday.

Mr. E lcn. I did Dot go to Chester.
Mr. JJutlcr wont on to criticise Gen. Field

fur entering the service of the Khedive of Egypt
and for sw.-aring his allegiance to the governmentof tho United States, and appealed to the
House not to strike duwn Shields, the veteran
ol two wars.
Mr. Eiea, of Illinois. Did the gentleman

make at.y complaint against the appointment
ol Gen. Lmgsifoet to au important office by
vjr i lit \ji i aui *

Mr. Bailer. I made no objection to bis appointment,and I do not know that there was

:my oiiC'aruied uoioa soldier who was seeking
f.<r ibe same office at the same time.

Mr. Eden. Djes not the gentleman from
Massachusetts kuow that Gee. Shields is not
bet kiog lor this office now?

Mr. Butler. 1 ihaok God that ho is not..
But l« t me say lurcher about Gen. Eongstrect:
General Eougstreet bad repented lor more thau
two months. i Sneering laughter on the democraticside, j

Mr. Eieu. His repentance, I suppose, consistedin his joiniug your party. It a confederategeneral joins your party ho is fit lor office,
but so long as he remains with the democracy
lie is unfit.

Mr. Giymer would join the gentleman from
Massachusetts in making Gen. Shields' pen
sion S100 per month, lie cuntiuued : "1 will
go farther, and vote to place him on the retired
list, where he would get $o UOO a year. 1 will
go further and vote to pay him for the service.'?
which he would have rendered io that (Jou
press Irum which he was turned out, though
elected by a majority of thousands, by the repub.icon party, headed by the gentlemau from
Massachusetts." | Applause on the floor and in
the galleries. J ul wish to say to the gcmlemsu
that I fear trie Greeki bearing gifts" | laughter,] and I do out propose, as a member of the
majority, that ho shall dictate who shall be our
officers. Whcu, iu the past history of the
gcnlleiuao, has he honored the soldier when that
soldier was a democrat ? Did not you and those
that followed you drag McUlellau iu disgrace
aud shame from the army ? Bid not you cast
llaucock into exile ? When, all aloag the whole
hue of glorious men who suffered fur the Union
eau;C, have you ever honored them if they
were democrats? Never iu all your history, aud
mver would you, il you did not creceive at this
huur you could drive a wedge into the democraticparty cud rend it iu pieces. Wo are
ueither to he controlled nor frightened, and
when the gentleman appeals to me aod to others
from Pennsylvania, I tell him that the red fiig
which he attempts to fliuot io our eyes has no
terror forme or for the people which I represent.Among them the war is ended; to them
peace has cjuio, and do agitation, such an the
gentleman irotn Massachusetts would give rise
to to-day,could drive tbem from their instincts.
We are here to elect a proper person tor doorkeeper.We will not elect ooe who is totally
disabled to perform its dutic3, aod wc will elect
one of our party who is capable, as I know,
honest, as I believe, aod who will be laithful
to the high trust which this House shall impose
upon him, uninfluenced by tho threats of the
gentleman from Massachusetts. [Applause.]

Mr. Butier thou had General Shields' potiiionfor an increase of pension read, and said
lie was ucv? lecturing up in New England, which
ucither of the three last doorkeepers could do.

Mr. Bragg, of Wisconsin, offered as a sub
stitutc ajoint resolution placing General Shields
00 the arcuy retired list with the rank of brigadier.[Applause ou the democratic side. |

Mr. Butler refused to accept the substitute,
lie said"When you put that io order; when
you wake up to your duty, I will vote for il;
but you cannot put it in here now. in order to
get io a Confederate geoeral. [Applause on
the republican side.] The Confederate generalDover oould ride upon old Shields's back
and never shall, with my consent. ] Laughter. ]
1 move the previous quostion."
The IIou:c refused to second the previous

question.110 fo 120
Mr. Cox, of New \rork, after rcfening to the

fact that the war was over, asked:. Would not
the honorable gentleman be entirely satisfied
with this House granting that pecuniary aid to
General Shi«*lds which General Shields him
self requests ? Mr. Speaker, that is rather too
thin. The whole business becomes evanescent
as y:-u approach it. This llouso has uot been
unlair toward union soldiers, now is ic or

gaoized? To day wc have a Northern man for
the Speaker; we havo.a Union soldier from
Keatucky its our clerk; wc have a gentleman
from Ohio, a IJoion inao, as our Sergeant atArm?,Tno Coo federates who are members of
this House are about tqual to the Uniou men
on this side of the House, aad yet they only
have the office of Postmaster aud the Doorkeeper.Are wo then uggraudiziog them on
the part ol the Confederacy. Why all these
wonderful complaiots oo the part of the gentlemanhorn Massachusetts? Have wc not acted
wcii? The country is bound together onco

more, as L hope, in amity, kindness and conciliation,which is never to be destroyed again,
I trust. Tbu blue and the gray are always ready
to decorate graves in unison, aad ia such a coo
dition why ought we to be reproached to-day
beoause wo choose for this post of Doorkeeper
a man who has fought on the other side of the
line?
Mr. Hale, of Maine, made a speech, criticisingdemocratic appointments in the House,

jud eulogizing General..Shields.
Mr. Blackburn, of Kentucky, replied, and in

the course of bis remarks, said: 4Tt is the part
of the ghouls and hyenas to delve into the
trenches wherg putrid caicasses are buried,
aod drag them out to batten and fitten upon
the feast. D is not manhood. They have
beeo brought cut again to day. It was Hit to
the gentlemen from Massachusetts and Maine
in irf'usc to allow a subordinate officer of the
House to be rltoied without fighting the wir
over again. False charges have been hurled
against us, and not for the first time, neither.
We have been told here to day that the candidatewho has been nominated io the demouraiiecaucus for the doorkeeper of this House
deserved, by every law, human and divine, to

1 L 1 1 U7 . L.m <v 1-..
LO nave oeea uau^cu. ?r U uavu usuu IUIU

(using him as aD average specimen of the elementwhich embraces 8,000,0u0 of the people
of the laud) that they were all breathing a mis
erable existence at sufferance and were indebtedfor their poor, miserable lives to the magnanimityof the republican party. That has
been told to us year after year, and it is told
ro us to day. It is false, and the falsehood
should wither and die on the lips that last utteredif, IIow was it possible, 1 ask, lor a

man who belonged to the army of the Cooled
iracy to have been hanged after the terms of
jurrender aad capitulation had been agreed
jpou? Do you mean to say that the well
sarocd reputation for courage and gallantry
and manhood which the soldiers of the Union
irmy had illustrated by overwhelming and
jonquering my people was to be blottc-d and
)iurred, for the first time in the history of
livilized warfare, by this government ignoring
he conditions of surrender and hanging unirmedmen whom it had agreed to protect in
irdcr to induce them to lay down their arms?
Mr. lluticr denied having made use of any

uch expression.
Mr. Blackburn. When a member of the

louse asserts that this nominated candidate of
he democratic party for tho doorkeporship do- *

M^t*zzraaxiaa+'M-ri**v£fy:z*ugk
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served, by every law, human and divine, to havo I h
been banned, and when that utterance is accoir- jj
panied with the boast that ho alono stood by that ,i
law and executed it, I would like to know what
interpretation or construction can possibly bo j,'
given to his language except that tho confeder- *«

ales were to bo hanged whop tho power to hang o

thorn was conferred. ji
Mr. Butler. JSot aider wo had agreed not to. 5
Mr. Blackburn. It is timo sir, tbut this thing a

should stop; it is timo that false charges should .

cease to bo made and that truth should ba observed.It is time that it should be admitted
without doing violence to tho plighted faith
which your country (or our country, if that will
suit'you bollor;bad pledged thatthomen who wore
the uniform on the other side should no longer *

be refused admission to every personal right, b
privilege and prerogative of citizenship, so long d
as they observe the condition of their parole. |
It is titno it should be admittod that these men v
from then until now wore not only entitled to i

ovory right of personal liberty and property un- ,

dor the Constitution of the country, but that they '

should become the subject of protection at the
hands of tho dominant party itself, and that
your solemn piomises, and that your word do* ;

liberaleiy given should not bo violated, as it cannotbe violated without rendering infamous tho *
man who dares to do it. I am sorry that it was I
necessary lor a member of the House to remind c

us of the exercise of what ho chooses to term
nlnmflncT hut. wliin.h imnartial history will dfi- i

nominate but common f»irnes3, and that in illustratingthis magflanimity for which ho claims .

such credit to his party it was nocessary for him '

to parado before U3 boastfully the execution of
an unarmed, helpless prisoner, the only man 1 j
.beiiove whuin the history of that war snows to (
havo been killed 6r injured on the confederate
side by the warrior from Massachusetts. [Loud
iaughtor and applauso on the democratic tide ] c
[The result of this debate was publishod in

yesterday's Gazetto j
The Eighth Congressional District. 1

To the editor of the Alexandria Gazette :

Noticing a low days ago that you were pub- ^
lishing communications from all sections of
this district relative to the next gcutleman who j
is to represent usio Congress, 1 would tesnectfullyasl: a short hearing from Fairfax. Kvcr j
sioce the war our public men have been cither
generals or colonels. Men in Virginia havo
bccu elected to otlioo simply and solely on their
military record, with but few exceptions. I 1

would not sa7 one word ugaiast their bravery c

upou the hold of battle, or their characters, i'or '

they have all been honorable moo. But is it k

necessary to send a man to Congress simply be- !!
cause he was a general io the army ? D ies his J

military ability indicate that his knowledge ol a

State affiits is of the same kind ? We have io c

io ibis district men who know but little of war 1

.Irom experience.as may be found out by ]
ooticiug how many generals and coloucls we a

have. We have men who can represent us 1

just as ably as can those who hare won distine- c

tioo iD war. In almost every convention we *

have noticed that the chairman is generally a 8

m;ijorgenera!, the secretary, a colonel ; but if
there urc atty resolutions to be drawa up referriogto State affairs, why they may then, by 1

way of change, and perhaps ot necessity, call J
in some poor obscure lawyer or farmer. Mili- :
tary men may do to start a government, but we 1

arc disposed not to credit the opinion that ooly
military men cm ruo it. Since the war every 1

county io this district has been represented in )
Congress. Now has not Fairfax some right to 1

speak and offer her sir .-ices ia thar capacity V 1

A Inv'inrlri* hail linn I.iumj M<»ICnr,2 n whn
never heard a bullet, and we veuturc to say (that that accicot city had no one better iu
p.verv respect to scud to Congress thao Mr.

(McKerzif. Loudoun has always urged her
(claims ; Fauquier hag seat lion. Hp pi Huntoo,a mac ot good souod sense and unimpeachablecharacter. Would Genoral llunton have

ever been sent to Congress if there had been {
no war? But we io Fairfax have to help send ]
men to our legislative body, and when asked to
bring forward a man to be nominated, and in
convention to receive a complimentary vote,
we have submitted, and thus been made a oatspawof. Wc have one mau in our county who
has no peer in the whole district as a states- i

man, a man who is not only capable of repre- c
seotiDg us, but who should be sent to Congress \
for the good he has done the conservative party f
in Virginia. We ueed a man of legal and leg- ^islative ability, and that man is Judge Heory
W. Thomas. But say some, Thomas was '

ouoe a whig ; yes, and ho were two-fifths of the 1

democrats ot to-day. Fairfax should havo a 1

voice in this matter, and her sons should go 1
into that convention with the firm aod honest
intention of being heard. We wish we could
call Judge Thomas general, but he would then
be locked upon wi:h greater favor because of (
bis military character thau for the true, genu* ]
ine dignity of his intellect. Wo arc for Thomas (
aod don't care a stiver for generals, colonels or ]
majors 1 Citizen. ]
Fairfax Co, Va., April 8, 1S7S.

Hamilton, Va., April 8, LS7S. (

To the Editor of the Alexandria Gazette : f

While the approaching election for Congress J
is still afar off, we find that it is exciting the (

minds of the many political aspirants, and every 1

issue of the different newspapers io the Eighth c

Congressional district contains an article io sup.
c

port of the claims of this or that caodidatc for j
the positioo. As wo belong to a county whoso
voice has always beeu potent io tho selection of J
a man lor the position of representative, and as "

the present incumbent is uot of our couoty, we rfeci the less hesitation in saying a tew words io \
his favor. In the tirst place why should we I:
mako a change ? What has taksu plaoe since e
General liuutoo represented us in which he l
acted an indifferent part? Wherein has he
failed us? These are questions that when an- i
swercd only go to show that the present representativeis the man fjr tho place. Ho has .
been in Congress just long enough to establish 1
a character for hoaeaty, sobriety, judgment and 1
discretion that will compare favorably with 1
that of any member upon the floor, and while
he may not claim to be brilliant, yet we ar*- as ,

sured by those associated with him daily that J
he is the peer oi any member ot the Vugiuia r

delegation. Then why make a change merely ,

that some other of our yrnL men may have a 1
chance to display their taieots. We of the 1
tSjuth ought to begin now to learn tho lesson *

learned ho long ago by the North and West that ^if we want leading men iu Congress, men who ]
arc capable of doing lor us what the necessities }
of the case may require, and who will act a Jleadiogpart io every measure for the good of
our common country, wo must, when wc elect a ^
good man, keep him there. Lot him become tt

i - i . \ i 0
acquainted wan our want?, ana at trie same
limu acquire a knowledge of parliamentary
usages and become familiar with the forma and 7
usages of the position he occupies, so that he d
may be able to do for u* what every faithful
representative wishes to do, that i* advance the i
interest of his people. JNow wo know no one i:
accuses Gen. Jluuton of being iosincere, and we
believe the maj rity of his constituents believe
him to bo an hooest upright mao. As for his
fitness bis career is the be&t exemplar, lie
stands to day in the iiuuse as well as any man. £
With as much influence, perhaps more, than
any member of the Virginia delegation. Let S
us keep him there. Virginia wants to-day yleader?, Dot followers, it is the necessity of ^

the hour that ia the councils of the Datioo we
have leading men. liow can we have them if
as sooq as a representative becomes familiar
with his duties he must step down and out to
give place to some other no more deserving,
but it may be more needy individual. Tho
office of representative should be for the gocd <
ot the peoplo represented, aud not merely a ^position given to a man to meet pecuniary
needs. When we get a good man, one who cin
do us good, oommand the respect of all, regard- ^les« of party, and whose name in a few years ^stands high up ou the ladder of fame, for our n
owq soke let us not set him asido and place in a

id position a mao who, whatever his qualifierions, must travel the same toilsome road, servehe same time, before he can attain the sim»rominc-nce, and then, probably, to be set abidt"
jr aoother who needs the position. I'or cur
wd part we thcu think evc-ry consideration ,jjsticeand interest demands that Gen. Iluntop
o returned to the seat he now so worthily fiifead we feel sure that old Loudoun will endorsedm almost to a man. p

Virginia News.
A oorresnondent of the Petersburg Index

ays Mrs. %. Cornwell.of Priocc George county,irokc her leg io jumping from a buggy j-oin'
lays ago. As she alighted on the ground, tl^.ootturned under her, and the bone ot the log
yas so completely broken that it passed tip
oot and the sharp end tore its way thrcogh the
eather of the shoe.
A negro woman set fire to and destroyed tiK.

>arn, aud all its contents, of Capt. Travilian,
n Mew Kent county, las: Friday, for the pur)cseof having a white man, whom she --tin
)oscd would be held responsible for the fir.-,
lischarged.
A party of tramps boarded a train on the

I.%F. & P. Railroad at Quantico, last week,ind rode to Richmond, being too numerous to
)c forcibly put off.
A rock fish sent by Gen. Loc and Mr. Wal- I

er to the Fredericksburg marker, lis: Siulay,weighed on^ hundred and fifty prands.
The contest for the marshalship of the \V«m

;rn district is between Messrs. John F. L w.s
mil C. Y. Thomas.
At the Richmond primary election the vm.s

vill be given viva voce, and none bj allow »1 t,
7otc who have not paid their taxes lor ISTii.
Col. Mayo having published his vin liciti.ia,

Jol. Coleman, it is sail, will follow suite.
A great temperanco revival is in progress io H

[tichmond. i
John II. Freeman has been continued .« 1

oostmaster at Lexinctoo. |
Aeiion lor

New Yoitiv, April 'J..An action /:.* aiiK
Major General },hiiip li. Shrridao, in whicti
)ue James A. Whaleo seeks to recover ucar'y
>500,000. is on the calendar of the Uait vt
stated Circuic Court, and wili probabiy bcachei lor trial in the course oi' a day or tw.
The suit is brought to obtain damage? !*.»: ihdietedunlawful "oooveraioa to his own u>{'thestock of a Ljuisiaoa plantation in th,> M
uonth of August, 1807. The property -eh"-!
iled in the complaint amounts to $120,0 m
ind embraces horses, o>ws, pi.rs, sheep aai
nules by the hundred, shovels, spades, p'oiudi..
tarts, wagons hoes and other farm utensils, t

tether with about three huodred hog-shea B
lucar aui two hundred an 1 tii'cy h )gsf» :a 1> u.

nolasscs.io fact the oocnolete stock of tf
villona plantation in St, Charles parish. I, >

inderstood that the defense will show tint a

hese acts of appropriation wore <lon*' by th
General in his capacity as military ollioer as

n behalt of tho United States Goveruin n<

vhilo ho was aoiiog as commander of rho !i: iarydepartment of the Gulf during th e;r

oeriod of reconstruction; and lurther, iliat ?'

nventory is largely ex iterated, both *

|U3ntiry and value.

A gold brick valued at over fifty thousand
lollars has boon oast at Haleoa, Montani.l)'ia.theproduct of one hundred and fifty ton-

Dre, taken from the Penobscot min-s. 1jatedabout eighteen miles from Silver l.'irv.
Montana.

_____

Nevr.r give up the t«bip. Dr. Bali's Cu:r
nyrup may cure you, as u has done others I
[t costs little, and can never harm. Price 2'
cents.

1 COMME LtC IA L. I
Alexandria Market, April !878..i

riarket to-day is quiet, and prices are with
lecidea change. xno transactions m ruur r.:^

iraited. Receipts of Wheat have increas i. J
ind 2084 bushels woro offered and sold tv.i-y
128. 110 and 133, as to quality. Corn ii n!s > ir \
;ood receipt, about 1030 bu3he'.s being oil'?.'.*!.
nost of which was sold at 50, but a low |
rore mado at 57. No Kyo reported, an! si J
jushols of Oats were withdrawn.

Baltimore Cattle Market, Aprils ]-7\
Boof Cattle.Pricos to-day ranged a- follow
Best Beeves 5 ()) a 5
jonorally rated tirst quality 4 ()>) a 5
Medium or good fair quality 3 5U a 1
Ordinary thin.Steers,Oxen and Cows 3 (XJ »

Extreme range of prices 3 00 a 5 7'
Mo3t of tho sales were from 4 25 a 5 - >

Total receipts for tho v/ook 010 head. T.'.v
.ales for tho weok t»8U head.
There is very little difference in the mark.'.

compared with last week. The price- <j i '. >

how some improvement, but the quality < > *
'

.ops this week was better than last week, trior- ri

ngsome very superior Cattle sold,nor were tie-r"
juito as many common ones as last week. f'«
narkot wa? not active at any time, and ? >

vnre effdCtei with some diliiculty during m

)f tho time. We quote at 3iS5 75 per I'M iv.

Milch Cows.Trade in Cows are verv <! :iindprices are lower. Wo quote at HVirl'M"-'
lead, as to quality, at retail.
Sheep and Lambs.The trade in most of vi"

ions that have rec&ivol sheep has been f»i.* y
ictive, particularly for those of a good gr.lThorei3 a marked increase in tho number
tceipts, and tho quality is lully equal to that
ast week. Good Lambs have been in good 1
nand. We quote wool Sheep at 5»bi cents, a'

beared at JL-.5 cent per lb gross. Lambs 7 a'1 e ?r.:>erlb gross. Receipts tnis week 2782
ilogs.Prices have been well m .intaine 1

ormer quotations, a3 they rulo l early last \wL'hodemand ba3 only b*on moderate. The mi;)lyis fully up to lbs demand at the close tl;o
.fternoon, a low Logs being left in the | -o

Cho quality is scarcely up to the avcray
aat week. Wo quot" at 5a52 cents p>?r In
doceipts this weoic 5185 head.

Baltimore. April 'j..Virginia Us, oid.
lo. deferred 4'i ; d>>. consolidated O'Jj ; c<<. -

ica 31. Cotton hold iirmer, bul quiet; midd >'

tominaily 104-tlUi- Flour quiet and h*»M ;«

vVheat.Sou.tiorn lirm ; Western dull >r. 1

ower;Southern ro 1 123*137 ; do arnbe- Ms
^onna rod 135*130; No 2 wintor r-d
pot, and April 128*12?.}; May 12'J.il3'l. '

jou'.horfi ptondy ; Western dull an ! weilr > g
leclino of is*.:; Southern whit'; 52*52' ; l *

ow52; Western mixni spot and April 5U<l
lay 53; June 6'Ijf ;5l}. Oats mi I nuJ l
:outb»:rn 33,35; Western whito3i*3l; do mila32;Penna 33a:.'o. Kyo dull and nomin*.
2.05. Hay quiet and urichaugyd. r:m?*r .-t-n
.na activo at'Ji ,'Ji Codec a shade Irnwr
[uiet; Kio cargoes ll*l7 Whiskey dull at Si

Nkw York, April 'J..Stocks strong.
. Gt»ld lULi. Flour dull and heavy. 55

lull; futures lc lower. Corn a shade easier.

roar itr J!I,KXAJYl)JU4, JII'tLlhO.
,

inn rises 5 33 | Sun set? *''

ARRIVED
Str J W Thompson, Leonardtown.to FA K'"1^
»?tr Mattano, Domini, to J Broders 05 C''SchrMorning Star, Washington, to W. A*

imoot. . |
fc'chr. Annio Turner, Georgetown, I" ^ '

imoot.
Schr. W. D. Marvel, Washington, t<» WImoot.yJ

BAILED.
Str Defiance, Philadelphia, by F A Her-',
tichr. Mechanic, lower Potomac, by M*
'moot. , fm
Scbr, Alieo Curtis, Baltimore, by P H /|

rxssuD ur.
fjebrs Wra Mason, from Konncbec, B

_

bannon and famuol C .Smith,
Yashinglon.

ASM ORE AND OFF.

Tho schooner Charles Wolsey, wjichps»- ' ' k
own light yesterday from Washington ^
laltimore, got ashore on Jonas' Point. btv->

lis city, but succoodod in getting oil' last fin?"*

nd proceeded on her voyage.


